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Abstract 

 The purpose of this study was to found out the relationship between school climate and 

academic achievement of higher secondary school students. Totally 300 students are taken as sample 

for the study. The tool used in this study is a scale on school climate on high school students 

constructed and standardized by Dr.B.William Dharmaraja (2008). The result indicates that there is a 

significant relationship between school climate and academic achievement of high school students.  

 

Introduction  

 Every school has its unique character and distinct identity of its own. It is the total of 

all the values and norms and the adherence to it, which have been internalized by all or most 

of the people associated with a school, which form a part of everyone's psyche. When people 

refer to the 'traditions' of a school, they are speaking about these deeply embedded 

characteristics of the school. These are all various ways of describing the 'quality of life' that 

is experienced and lived by all the participants in school life. It is recognized by the parents 

and the community that surround the school. There are various components, which ultimately 

shape the climate of a school. It has a pervasive and marked impact on the way students are 

going to live their future lives. 

 Creating a healthy school environment for students starts by supporting healthy 

relationships among the staff. Healthy relationships produce a climate conducive to honesty, 

open communication and risk-taking. In a learning community, cooperative learning and 

mutual respect are expected by faculty as well as students. Developing a productive 

environment conducive for learning which involves establishing a school atmosphere that 

promotes cooperation, trust, loyalty, openness, pride, and commitment. School climate is also 

associated with academic achievement, faculty morale, and student behavior. It will also be 

required for teachers to create a healthy School Environment for students by supporting 

healthy relationships among the learners. Hence by considering the above two variables 

would have a close relationship among themselves so, the investigator wanted to find out the 

relationship among these suitable variables.  

 

Significance of the Study 

 A school is a place where one who learns about the totality and the wholeness of life. 

Academic excellence is necessary, but a school includes much more than that. It is a place 

where both the teacher and the student explore, not only the outer world, but also their 

thinking and behavior. 
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 School climate may be one of the most significant factors of a successful instructional 

program. Without an environment that creates a harmonious and well-functioning school, a 

high degree of academic achievement is difficult, if not downright impossible to obtain. So 

School climate is feelings and attitudes about a school expressed by students, staff, and 

parents. School Climate makes students perform higher than other students on Academic 

Achievement. It provides additional support for instruction at all levels of educational 

progress. Hence, as an attempt to make aware of the educators, the present study is intended 

to investigate the relations of School Climate and Academic Achievement among Higher 

School Students.  

 

Objectives of the Study 

1. To find out the level of school climate and academic achievement of high school 

students with respect to gender. 

2. To find out the significant difference in their school climate and academic 

achievement of high school students with respect to gender. 

3. To find out the relationship between school climate and academic achievement. 

 

Hypotheses of the Study 

1. The level of school climate and academic achievement of high school students with 

respect to gender. 

2. There is no significant difference in school climate and academic achievement of high 

school students with respect to gender. 

3. The correlation between school climate and academic achievement of high school 

students. 

 

Methodology 

 Normative survey method is adopted in this study. The sample for the present study 

consists of 300 higher secondary students from 10 schools in Srivilliputtur taluk by random 

sampling method. The investigator has used a standardized tool developed by Dr.B.William 

Dharmaraja (2008). The tool contains thirty-nine statements with a four-point scale.  

 

Descriptive Analysis 

 To find out the level of school climate and academic achievement of high school 

students with respect to gender. 

 

Table 1 Level of School Climate and Academic Achievement of  

High School Students with Respect to Gender 

Variables Gender 
Low Average High 

Count % Count % Count % 

School 

Climate 

Male 23 16.0 84 58.3 37 25.7 

Female 25 16.0 106 67.9 25 16.0 

Academic 

Achievement 

Male 20 13.9 98 68.1 26 18.1 

Female 29 18.6 99 63.5 28 17.9 
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 It is observed from the above table that among the male high school students, 16.0% 

of them have a low level, 58.3% of them have the average level and 25.7% of them have a 

high level of school climate. Among the female high school students, 16.0% of them have a 

low level, 67.9% of them have an average level, and 16.0% of them have a high level of 

school climate. 

  It is observed from the above table that among the male high school students 13.9 % 

of them have a low level 68.1% of them have an average level and 18.1% of them have a 

high level in their academic achievement. Among the female high school students, 18.6% of 

them have a low level, 63.5% of them have an average level and 17.9% of them have a high 

level in their academic achievement. 

 

Differential Analysis 

 There is no significant difference between male and female high school students in 

their school climate and academic achievement. 

 

Table 2 Significant Difference between Male and Female High School Students in their 

School Climate and Academic Achievement 

Variable Gender N Mean SD 
Calculated 

t-Value 

Remarks at  

5% level 

School  

climate 

Male 144 1.0074 17.807 
1.25 NS 

Female 156 98.2564 16.779 

Academic  

achievement 

Male 144 3.7320 59.727 
0.67 NS 

Female 156 3.6862 58.258 

(At 5% level the significant table value ‘t’ is 1.97) NS- Not significant 

 It is inferred from table 2 the calculated „t‟ value 1.25 is less than the table value 1.97 

at 5% level of significance. Hence that null hypothesis is accepted. Thus the result shows that 

there is no significant difference between male and female high school students in their 

school climate. 

 With regard to academic achievement, the calculated “t” value 0.67 is less than the 

table value 1.97 at 5% level of significance. Hence that null hypothesis is accepted. Thus the 

result shows that there is no significant difference between male and female high school 

students in their academic achievement. 
 

Correlational Analysis 

 There is no significant relationship between school climate and academic achievement 

in high school students. 

 

Table 3 Significant Relationship between School Climate and Academic Achievement in 

High School Students 

Variable N Calculated “r” value Table Value Result 

School Climate and  

Academic Achievement 
300 0.546 0.113 NS 
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 From the above table, it is observed that the calculated “r” value 0.55 is less than the 

table value 0.113 with respect to the total sample. Therefore there is a significant correlation 

between school climate and academic achievement. Hence the null hypothesis is rejected. 

 

Findings of the Study 

1. The level of school climate and academic achievement of high school students with 

respect to gender is average. 

2. There is no significant difference between male and female high school students in 

their school climate and academic achievement. 

3. There is a significant relationship between school climate and academic achievement.

  

Conclusion 

 The „r‟ test result shows that there is a significant relationship between school 

environment and academic achievement of high students. It may be due to that school climate 

is being able to make better academic achievement and also it plays a role in molding the 

students. 
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